CHAPTER III
Joins Lord Palmerston's administration and the Liberal Party-
the commercial treaty with France-repeal of the paper duties
- quarrel with the Lords - Napoleon III, Nice, and Italy -
the panic-Gladstone's war on the estimates - triumph of
Gladstone - the American Civil War-Lord Russell's ad-
ministration - defeat of the Reform Bill - Disraeli's Reform
Act- Liberal victory of 1868*
FROM now on Mr* Gladstone was to be the leading
figure in English politics: he was to be in office
with a single short break till 1874, then from
1880 to 1886, and from 1892 till his retirement in
1894. Why did he do now what he might have
done ten years before or even never? How did he
come to support the administration of Lord Derby
one week and job the Palmerston administration
the next ? For nothing seemed to have happened.
to warrant this particular change at this particular
moment On the contrary, he had undertaken his
mission to the Ionian Islands under the Derby
administration and seemed nearer the Tories
than ever* He was aware that some explanation
was necessary, and observed at Ormskirk in 1867 :
" Conviction in spite of early associations and
long-cherished prepossessions - strong conviction
and an overpowering sense of the public interests
operating for many, many years before full effect
was given to it - placed me in the ranks of the
Liberal Party." But these fine-sounSing phrases,
except ia a very general sense, mean nothing, nor
are they justified by Gladstone's speeches and
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